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mutual interaction and correlation of the different services,
So the next step was to eliminate ad hoc authorities. This
began with the abolition of the comparatively youthful school-
boards in 1902, the counties taking over their functions ex-
cept where a counter-claim could be established by county
boroughs on the principle that they were always exempt from
county jurisdiction or by lesser boroughs or urban districts
on the ground that they were sufficiently populous to'provide
and maintain adequate elementary schools of their own with-
out too great a risk of denominationalism.
And the movement thus begun was continued in 1929,
when the boards of guardians were cut off shortly before their
hundredth birthday and their duties similarly transferred to
the shoulders of the county councils, with untold advantage
to the county hospital service as well as to the co-ordination
of public assistance with other forms of domiciliary help.
Education caught up with public assistance in 1944, when
full responsibility for planning and financing the county's
educational development was concentrated in the county. The
preservation of minor units as authorities for elementary edu-
cation had proved disastrous; for^ populous districts and
smallish boroughs had then been left free to evolve central
schools capable of competing in nearly all but name with
county secondary schools; and the delay of these lesser edu-
cation authorities in co-ordinating their schemes under the
aegis of the county authority had been one of the rocks on
which Mr. Fisher's continuation schools eventually foundered.
Room was left for the counties to delegate a measure of ad-
ministrative responsibility to the minor authorities, acting as
' executives' on behalf of the county; and minor urban
authorities with a population of 60,000 were given a statutory
right to be so utilized.
Not much therefore remains of such minor local units as
the district council which remains in fact, if not in name, the
last of the ad hoc boards. It inherits the powers of the sanitary
board;, in rural districts it is descended also from the now
defunct board of guardians; and in urban districts it is the
ft

